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I. SECURITY: BASIC PRINCIPLmS

L. INTRODUCTION,--The basic principles of
security, under which the two exawmples covered in
this manuscript wili be analyzed, are perhaps best
expressad by the following stateuments:

ma fundamental factor in security is the
maintaining of contact with the eneay at all times.
buring an attack, when battle has Leen vroken oii .
temporarily, it is of Gital importance that security
groups, pushed well forward, maincain this contuact
until passed over by the leading attacking elements
wvhen the advance is resumed., It is not enough to know
that a certain commanding feature was not occupied at
some time prior fo initiating a battlefield maneuver.
This information must be oI the lutest possible moment
before the contemplated maneuver begins." (1)

Tt is at once apyarent that the efiectiveness of
security depends on contact with the enemy with a view
towards obtaining accurate and complete inforiaation
rélative to his dispositions and movements. Fumbodied in

tnis stateument is the implied, but nevertheless extremely

" important, principle_of continuous anq uninterrupted
contact with the enemy., The most disastrous conseyuences
have in the past been-atcendant upon ignoraznce oif tnis
ramification of the general principle and, under the saue
conditions, icentical results may be expected 1in the
future,

(1) ¥ail, p. o



II. TFAULTY SECURITY: WORLD WAR EXANPLE.

2, OPERATIONS, 2ND BN

.+——The first
historical-example ¥oich wiil be analyzed under the
basic principlies of security is that of the 2nd
Battalion of, the 28th Inféﬁ{ry-at Romagne (Oct. 9-10,
1918) during the World War. (Map No. L.)

On October 5th the 2nd Battalion, &8th Infantry,
Srd Division, consisting largely of untralned und
untried recruits, arrived at Clerges, two and a halil
miies south of Romagne, and went into bivousc. (Hap
No. 2.) Here the battslion remained in division
reserve for the succeeding four days, being continually
harassed oy enemy artiliery and aircrait. The artillery
fire, consisting of tear-gzus ana hign explosive, cauwe
down on the position for ten minutes every nour, both
day and night, and caused many casualties, cniefly among
the men of Company "H". Tacn @man in‘the battalion
promptly sfarted construction on a foxhole and_would
enter it just prior to the expected snelling. Mhen
the fire ceased the dirt would Ily frow every nole,.,
Gradﬁally the ..(men)...wauld desist frum Uig,iNg...
Toward the end of tne time in this position hotnins
but the flying dirt could be seen.....Rezurdless of
now well his hole protected him no soldier was
satisfied with it imwedliately following a burst of
enemy shelling. " (2)

Jn October 2th at 4:50 2,0, oraers were recelived
by tne commander of the 2nd RButtalion to immealiately
ﬁove out of bivouac ati Ciér5es, pass tnrough tne 1st
and 2nd Bavtalions of.the &8th Inlsnury wihicn were
then nolding the Hamelle Trench, and canture tne nigh
ground in the vicinity of Bantheviiie. (iap No. 2.)
Tne battalion comuwander, vwith an hour and a aall of

e —— r— ———————— i
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daylight left and four uwiles to go, acted with
commendable »romptness, moving his ovactalion out in
attacx order with Compunies "gh, "FE0, and "G" abreast,
and in that order from right to left. Couwpany "H",
naving sustained heavy casuslties Irom arctillery ifire
the day before, foll.owed in rear as the buttalion
resérve. Bach comp#ny merched in column oil platoons
with the object of ueploying into & colium oi

sectiong in the assault. (&)

During the ap.roach march frum Cierges north to Lhe
Yumelile Trench the battalion received considerable enewy
artillery fire and were finally forced to aeploy the
leading two platoons in each compzny into skirmish iines,
and the foliowing two platoons into squad coluwns. Tae
result was a decline in the rate oi marcn, the battalion
jgst covering the two miles up to the jamelle Trench
wiien oveftuken by darkness. Here ovders were received
to halt the attack, and to relieve tne lst and 2nd
Battalions in the Trench. In expectation of concinuling
the attack the next morning, patrols were pushed forwura

as far as the Romzgne-Cunel Road, and into the villisge

of Romagne, (4)

At some time during the nizght of Jctober ¢-10 the
expected attack orders arvived. (It is not known whether
or.not any information was received as tu enemy locat.uns
and friendly supporting fires.) The Zist of these orders
wvas that tne 2na Battalion would juwp ofi at 7:50 4,717,
the following morning with the same objective--vicinity
of Bantheville. Units of the 3Znc Division were on the
battalion's left, &nd = battallon of the &0th Infantry
on its right. (¥ap No. 2," The zone of attack was about



10930 yurcds in width ana cthe pattalion comuzanger electea

to move forward witn the same formation as vas used

dur.ng tihe approachn march the duy before, This

resulted in three. cowpanies in line, each company

‘being formed in column of sections, cach section "as
skiraisners", and'with apout 100 yards vewween sections. (d)

. CEOCURITY PATRILS.~-The night passed .uietly

with no contact with the enemy to the front ana the
patrois, winich reported Hill 255 and Rowmagne clear of

the enemy, were ordered withdrawn just before daylizht.

Yan No. 2.) (3

4, THE ATTACK.--0On the morning of Jctober 1i0tn

the battalion formed at the Hamélle Trench in columns of
sections in line giving, as the battzlion con..ander
expr?ssed it: "a rol.ing barrage of troopsh eisnt lines
deep., It must oe assumed that the battalion comignder
directed this formation in the belief that if the
enemy held up the leading elements, tne followine
troops would automaticaliy continue f{orward and bresk
up any such fesistance by sheer welgnt of numbers. Vhac
might have been the unit reserves were tnus comwitued to
acilion pefore the enemy was encountere@. The bautaiion
;uffered no interference {rom eneny fire while taking up
thls initial formation since the Humelle Trench -as on
the reverse slope of Hili 225 and the Lroops were ohus
defiladed fros enemy observation and fire. (Overlay to
Map No. 2.) (7)

At 7:250 ALY, the battal.on moved forward and,
thrdugh some error in coordlhaticon or supervision by
higher headguarters, witnout artillery supyort, and

;5) 2ieh, Hi. 3.
6} Tich, »n. 4.
(7} wmich, p. 10.
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alone., The scouts, unoy,osed, passed the crest ol thne
nill forward of the XMaumelle Trench, and were fol.owed in
all confidence by the "parra,c of troops", with cne |
hundred yards between succezsive waves, (8)

5. COMMENTS ON SECURITY doaSUnivo.--Now, witn

reference to the patrols, wiich had returned just
before daylizht, and wiich hud reported the keypoints
to the frunt clear of the eneuy, a yuestion aresencs
itself, .

G. Was the battalion comusander correct in oraering
tihe patrols t@ withdfaw pnior.to actual aayligﬂt?.

A. The answer 1is obvious--ﬁhe patrois shoula have
been continued until after daybreak or the battallon
commander snould have outposted Hill 255 and Romagne
until his avtacking elements had passzd through. Current_
regulations and taought cover this ivein most completely,

vizs

In proximity to the enewy,...a resting
force,.secures itseli...by an outpost.
In combat, =ezch unit provides for its ovn
security by tae employument oI cuwbat
patrols.

e
QN
G

F.S.R. «..The nizht is utiliéed to extend tae
471 advance; strong pairols...are sent 1orvard
to occupy advanced positions....
"Barly contact with the enemy...nust be wade, and
once this contact is gained it wmust never be lost", (9)
: &
ny fundamental factor in 5ecurity ig the meintaining
of contuct with the eneuy at all times...it is of vital
izportance that securiuvy groups...maintain this
contact....” (10)
In otner words, wioelher contact wiui: bne enewy 1s

efivected tarough the use oi cuwbat putruis or outposts,

it, as has been usentiuvned before, uust oe continuous znd

(3Y wich, . 1O,

N tee, p. 2.
f17Y “mil, p. 3.



“uninterrusted to be efiective,

Tnis mistake in withdrawing the pacrois so early
vas a most serivus one, since it aliordeda tne enewy an
oportunity to place, uncetected, als autovmaiic weuapouns
aﬁ xeypoints in frunt.of the American l*ne.  The Germans,
in the early morning darkness, capilbail-ed on-this
error and juietly seb up tnelr wacinine 5uhs on Hill =250

and at, and to the vwest of, Rouwsgne., {Iveriuy to ey MNo.2.)

6. RESULTANT FATLURE OF TN ATUACK.--As the first
wave reached the crest dorward oI the Maomelie Trgnch it
was pinned to the-sréund by & murderous obliyue filre
from the enewy wuchine zuns znd by sn encuy artillery
carraze registeted on the forwerd siope oI tne hill.
wave follovwed WQve.until the ehtire battalion in a
confused, unconbrdl;ed_maég, was ticd to the cresy ol
tne nill by the enemy fire, most of wnich "us recelved
fronm Hiil Bob. AL 75D pL,V, The battziion comaancer
ordered_a witﬂdrawal to tne cover allora:sd by the
mmetie Trench. (Overlay to “ap No. 2.) This vas
acc@mplished by the men indiviuuale, caCth crawling
buaek over the zsrzzt of tie hiil., Tne cost to tne
battalion of an oversi:int in one oI tide buslc principles

\
of security vwuas 507 of its strengtia in tventy usinutes, (12)
g

T1I. FLULTY SECURITY: A XIRE WODLON LiAirDb,

7. ODLRATI NG, JARLY 25 5T7H DIVIZICH.--The second

nistorical example covered in Tais woho,Tarh Geals witn
units of the Jupasnese 5th Division at Nankow, Hortn .

China, on Auzust $-2a, 1857,

=

on July 7, 1937 toe so-called "Cnina Incicent®
broke out wnd ohne Jauvsinoese imsealetely reiniorced taelr

gavrrisons im Pexins and Tientsin. Tne 5th Tivision

1) Rich, p. 11l.
12} Rich, vz, 12, 11.

(11)



Cconsisting of btne 1ivtnm, 248U, 4150, =il 42nd Regluenis
of Inifancvry arrivea in the cisputed aresa pefore cne end
.oi July, ang took part in asny sisall eNnga-encnts in tne
vicinity of Peking. (Uap Vo. 3.) (1)

S n August lst tné‘Cnlnese partiaily subdbwittea to tihe
Japanese claims, and started evicuaiing cneif_troops in
Peklng. These units, éunsisting 0i- Two regiments of une
Chinese 1s2nd Division, retired to the vest Lnrou.n oie
mountainous pass at Nunkow, an important cerrain ieature
26 miles northest of Peking. (Fap No. 4,) it tﬁis tine
tnere vere no Cialnese Lroups in the vicinity o1 Nanxkow
Pass, Tals cefile duminated the afea wegt of Teking onc
was Lae logical gJutewsy Lo the west, but the Jajanese
hisﬁer command Iailed to outpost ic. (1)

o on Aﬁgust Srd & regiment ol tae Calness oPtn Division,
consisting ol about G LOouBand inchl, ToLCid L Vieinaity

of Nankow, Just ¢ust ol Thne 2as85 und enirencihed Thsisclves.

5. OMISEIONS TH SLCULITY,--This zetion on toe par
of the Chinese now makes 10 Liomedlately apparsnb Lnat
the Japunese, in btnils action, diu not fuily obscrve lne

following fundsuentzl principles of gecurity, viso:

B oeiietta Triorinatianl 1S G0e DHSiIS..ee0d 143
225 of operation.

np funcawentel foctor in security is the malntalning
of contact with thie eneuy 4t all Ciues.....U 1s of vitsal
importance that securliy grouys...waintain this contact...”

(1)

F.2.0. In ProXin.Ty GO ChE ENCHyeseoail
233 advancing Iorce....secures Licell...

Dy an outpost.
"Early contact with thne encuy....LQustc oe sake, wod

once tils contact is sained it wust never e Lost." (17)

(12) Cnina, pp. &, 8.

EL&% Chine, p. 8.
China, p. 8.

18) wail, p. o.

(17) Gec., p. 2.

(1)



do THE ATJACK.--"ith the Chinese holding MNankow

Pass, the Jajanese had no slternative, Their conces, lated
nove southwards irom Pekina ¢cou.G not pe menaced by

such a tareat in tneir rear. The only recourse then was
to caprure and, at the very lesst, nold thne puss a;ainst
any such threzt.,

By August 1l0th the attscking Japanese troops nud
been rounded up and neaced towaras Nankow, ‘These units
consisted of the llth, 2lst, 41lst, anc 42nd Inraantry
Pegiments, reinforced by ¢ ballerles ol 100 bk guns,
by 2 batieries ol 70 mm guns, and oy 25 lignt and
mediwn tanks. (Map No. 4.) (nverlay to Map No. 4.) (18)

- Yhat the tunks were expeciteu tu aCcunylisn in sucn
difricult terrzin is unkpown, but they zctbaliy did
notning. ZSiortly after the muvement zot under way, tne
late sumpmer rains cuwe auvn vitn a vengeance, Tne entire
area over wnich the Japanese vere forced to atticr vas
S00Nn & quaghilre, witn tne roads two feey under waver, No
Lanks coutd Hove Unaer such circumstances.. (13)

The Japyanese artillery, vwiiire in uction for two weeks
starting August litn, wa: also well—nibh wérnhiess. Tne
few Cninese uel'enuers nud arranged Laesselves in tne
rocKy holiows so tnat, even i1 & udirect nlt vas sCured,
onlj & single wan would ve nits  Tae Jupanese Infanory
Tefe repulsed sgain ana agein by the Cninese Lignt and
heavy machinejgun iire, and toough the Ju,.unesé captured
the walled town or Nanxowfﬁﬁﬁﬁugust 1&th, it ves not until
the 24th that the Pass feli: This was acconjilsned oy
tro aenleted baftalicns, which mace s flank march through
the mountains to the soutnwest and the Chlnese, Gelencing
tne Puus, retrsziteu :n lear of being cut ofi. “he {izht
aﬁ Yonxow reftudltss in o victory Lor trne Jupanese, but
only ut a cosé of probably &,77%) men kilisa sno wounded.
Mo. 4) (dverlay to Map No. 4.) (20)

CCnina, p. 3,




10, COMEENTIS JE Ledonlld psduiuas.——In COmmenting

on tnis action,

generalsuip on

the importance

it must rce admitted that 1t was pooOT
the psrt of the Japanese to overlook

of MNankow Psss,., Information relative To

Chinese uroop movements was lacking but tunat only muce

ne oubposuing

A serious
Napkow was, of
with the units

1

throuzn Nangow

0l the Pass all the more lmperative,
mistake which tie Juyanese wade a2t

course, tneir iailure to msinbsin cuniuact

of thne Cninese leina Division retiring

Pags irom Peking. Had tiils contsect peen

maintained, the Japunese would have foliowed tnem taroush

‘the Pass to the Vest ana thus would heve been ayprised

of tae apyroacn oi the Chinese Unit wnlch wmoved in and

entrenchned Nankow on tne srd. The result vwoulc nave

been an easy victory for tuae Jupanese w.ih no time,

and few lives,

IV,

Jutposis

Patrols

Information

Continuous
contact

losvT.

BEOAPITULATION OF Laciony

Factors in Security.

Neither the 2nd Bactailon <&&ta InlTantrg
at Tonme,ne nor tihe Japanese al Nansow
secured thewselves by oulpostTs,

Tne #nd Battalion &8tn Iniantry sent out
putrols at Romugne, 1t is true, out not
vith the idez of navang Guem otcupy
advanced positlons or actively ifeel out
the eneny.

If the Jaganese &t Nonkov had naG wore
inforration as to tne Chinese plansg tnegy
would, 1n &i. probadility, hLgve been tne
first ones to resch ana nola tne Pass,

This factor is perhaps the wost Licportant.
one of all, and wmay De Gescribed us Tne
parpose for wiich patruols ana ouLposus

are needed, Both tae American unit at
Pomagne and the Japanese unit &t Nankow
voiuntarily relinguished contact with
trneir respective enemies--wiln the
disastrous results previously described.



